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Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 3 Row H Grave 1 1 lists an unknown 
Canadian Soldier of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, initially identified by 
the name “H. Hare”, presumably from the razor that was found with his effects. 

It is our contention that they were nearly correct with the name and the remains are 
those of “H. Hawke” which were found at that exact location. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings provide strong evidence to support that the remains in Plot 3 Row H Grave 
1 1 at the Hagle Dump Cemetery are those of Sergeant Herbert Edward Hawke #222 of 
the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death file for Sergeant Hawke (listed there as “Private”) 
show that he was killed in action at Bellewaerde Lake on May 8, 1915 and that 
the reported location of his grave was Sheet 28 J7 a.4.2 (Attachment #1). 
Coincidentally, the CWGC later identified the remains of Company Sergeant 
Major James Dames, also PPCLI, in Grave 3.E.12. He was identified by the 
effects with his remains and the records were so amended. His initial burial 
location was identical to Sergeant Hawke at Sheet 28 J7 a.4.2 (Attachment #2). 

2. Sergeant Herbert Hawke #222 was not recorded as identified at the time of his 
concentration in 1 921 , thus his name was inscribed a one of those missing on 
the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial (Attachment #3). 

3. The war diary of the P.P.C.L.I. for May 8, 1915 is clear that there was extensive 
action by the unit in this immediate sector on that date (Attachment #4). That is 
reflected in the historical accounts of the P.P.C.L.I., such as those written by 
Stephen K. Newman ( With The Patricians in Flanders 1914-1918) . 

4. The location of the P.P.C.L.I. on May 8, 1 91 5 encompasses the area where the 
remains of both Company Sergeant Major Dames and Sergeant Hawke were 
located. This is in the sector northeast area of Bellewaerde Lake, approximately 
4 km east of Ypres (Iper), Belgium (Attachment #5). This area where the intense 
battle took place on May 5, 1918 is known as Bellewaerde Ridge where the 
remains were found at Sheet 28 J7 a. 6.4 (Attachment #6). 

5. It was deemed possible that there might be more than one member of the 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry that had a name that was similar, in 
that the initials may also have been “H. H.”. A review of the records held by the 
CWGC revealed that there was also a Private of the P.P.C.L.I. by the name of 
Hubert Bernard Hobson #15265. We do not dispute the fact that his remains 
were also found in the same location as those of Sergeant Hawke and Company 
Sergeant Major Dames (Attachment #7). We doubt however that there would be 
confusion between was interpreted as “HARE” and that of “HOBSON”, whereas 
the variation from “HARE” to “HAWKE” is quite reasonable. If the effects (EFX 
#17335) have remained in the custody of the CWGC then these should be re- 
examined. 

6. We have provided a copy of the “Graves Registration Report Form” for Plot 3 
Row H at the Hagle Dump Cemetery. This documents shows the listing as 
“P.P.C.L.I. HARE H.”, which was later crossed out (Attachment #8). We presume 
the name was crossed out when it was discovered there was no “H. Hare” 
serving in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, nor in any other unit. 

Interestingly there are 26 commonwealth soldiers men with the name “H. Hare” 
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that paid the ultimate sacrifice in the Great War. Eighteen (18) of these served in 
the UK forces, three (3) with the Australian, three (3) from New Zealand one (10 
from South Africa and one (1) with the Newfoundland Regiment. There were NO 
men of the Canadian Expeditionary Force with the name “H. HARE”. 

7. The “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return” for the 
remains moved to Plot 3 Row H Grave 1 1 at Hagle Dump Cemetery provides the 
details on the exhumation at Sheet 28 J7 a.6.4 (Attachment #9). We 
acknowledge it varies slightly (yards) from the approximate burial location at 
Sheet 28 J7 A.4.2 as noted in the Circumstance of Death Card, however it is 
identical in location for that of CSM Dames in 3.H.12 and it is known that burial 
and exhumation map coordinates are not an exact science. On that basis we can 
state that Sergeant H. Hawke was in the exact location where the remains were 
discovered, exhumed and reburied in the Hagle Dump Cemetery. 



Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 

It is our contention that there is sufficient evidence in this case that the remains in Hagle 
Dump Cemetery Plot 3 Row H Grave 1 1 are those of Sergeant Herbert Edward Hawke 
#222 of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. The degree of proof of the 
remains is equal to or greater than that used in the case of CSM Dames, as it was 
confirmed the remains were Canadian and were from a soldier of the P.P.C.L.I. That 
was not the case with CSM Dames, whose identity was proposed in the 1990’s. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 



The war diary for that day is on many pages: (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 





Sergeant Hawke 



Page 7 



Hagle Dump Cemetery 3.H.1 1 




ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #6 
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ATTACHMENT #7 
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ATTACHMENT #8 
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ATTACHMENT #9 
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This form to be made out in triplicate, two oopies being handed to the D. A. D. (C. of G.) and tho other retained by the Burial Officer. 



ATTACHMENT #10 



This “Reporting and Review/’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton@lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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